[44-year-old patient with fulminant liver failure].
The 44-year old female patient was admitted with acute hepatic failure and extensive haemolysis under the preliminary diagnosis of Wilson's disease. General characteristic criteria of Wilson's disease as Kayser-Fleischer ring, low serum copper and low ceruloplasmin levels were not observed. The preliminary diagnosis of acute Wilson's disease was established on the basis of the characteristic laboratory values with an AP/bilirubin ratio <2, an AST/ALT ratio >4, accompanying hemolysis and a highly elevated cupruresis. The definitive diagnosis of Wilson's disease was verified after orthotopic liver transplantation by quantitative copper evaluation in the explanted liver. The case represents the yet oldest patient reported with an acute manifestation of Wilson's disease.